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Annual Show

From a flyer

The Poughkeepsie Newyorkers Chorus and the Cun-
neen–Hackett Arts Center CELEBRATE POUGHKEEPSIE!
The celebration takes place at 2:00 p.m. and again at 7:00
p.m. on Sunday, 31 May, at 12 Vassar Street in Poughkeep-
sie, and features the Newyorkers Chorus and Poughkeepsie
Chapter’s own Swing Shift quartet, 2009 Yankee Division
Quartet Champions. All seats are priced at $15.00. Seating
is limited, so get your tickets early. Call 845-790-3339, send
e-mail to events@newyorkerschorus.org, or mail your or-
der, with payment, to Scott Salladin, 166 Academy Street A-
2, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601, specifying 2:00 or 7:00 show;
make checks payable to Poughkeepsie Chapter, and enclose
a stamped self-addressed envelope.

Sounds Good!

By Rick Greenop

And that’s exactly how they did sound as Eric Dick-
stein,  Jack Tacinelli, Bill Standish, and Rick Greenop sang
for the Volunteer Luncheon at Elant in Fishkill last month.
April 19th–24th is National Volunteer Week nationwide,

and to help celebrate the event, Elant held a luncheon to
honor the many volunteers that come all year long. This

year, to provide the musical entertainment, the afore-men-
tioned members of the Poughkeepsie Newyorkers came
together to sing as a quartet, calling themselves “Sounds
Good!.” They sang a few numbers from repertoire such as
“Wink and a Smile” and “Swing Down Chariot,” along with
some Polecats and a Barbershop demo, but the highlight
for this audience had to have been a version of Heart of My
Heart (The Story of the Rose) sung with different words to
honor the volunteers. The new words, put together by Rick,
were received with smiles and applause. Everyone enjoyed
the performance, and after it was finished many came over
to give thanks for a good show. If there was one moment in
the show to single out, it had to be the end of Wink and a
Smile with out “Point and Click.” When we did that and
stopped for that split second, everyone applauded, smiled
and laughed a little—something we might not get to see in
a bigger show audience reaction.

Days after the show, staff and volunteers alike were still
talking about how much they enjoyed the performance. It
was wonderful to have been part of and was enjoyed by all.

More from Bix Doughty

Forwarded by Bob Chieffo

On Friday, 26 April, Bix Doughty <bixdoughty
@gmail.com> wrote:

Thanks, Bob, I enjoyed the pictures. My best to the
guys and success at Division. Ours is right here in Reston
again, on 22 May. I think we’ll wear our new red shirts in-
stead of boiled shirts and tails (I hope). And again the HHS
(Mt. Vernon, daytime group) will be mike testers, and the
boss wants us to do MY IDEAL, which we’ve had only a few
weeks to learn. But we had a gig last Wednesday and didn’t
stumble too much. I’m not sure of the other song but
maybe I’ll be asked to do OLD BONES, which I’ve done
about 40 times, usually getting a standing O. I think I sent
a CD done at Mt. Vernon. My quartet has quit; the bass has
been going to Harmony College and has taken on director
for a new chapter, and our lead has been doing tenor in
our contest songs and I was asked to help out at bari. I’m
looking for some new associates, but a recent addition to
the Jubil-Aires and HHS (See “More from Bix) on Page 2)

The Sounds Good! quartet. L to R: Dickstein (T),
Tacinelli (L), Greenop (Bs), and Standish (Br)
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Poughkeepsie Chapter

Mission Statement

The mission of the Poughkeepsie Chapter shall be:

To perpetuate the art of Barbershop Harmony, and

To promote and provide opportunities for vocal harmony
activities for its members and potential members such
as, but not limited to,

Quartetting, 

Vocal crafts and techniques,

Coaching, 

Chorus singing, and 

Competitive preparation and participation,

and

To provide public appreciation of barbershop harmony
through public and charitable performances, and 

To promote good fellowship and camaraderie among its
Membership, and

To foster and enhance the ideals and principles of the
Barbershop Harmony Society

31 May Annual show, Cunneen–Hackett Arts Cen-
ter, 12 Vassar St., Poughkeepsie, 2 p.m. and
7 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

27 MAY

Happy Birthdays in May:

Steve Ross 7

Dave Reynolds 29

No Anniversaries in May

DirectionsDirectionsDirectionsDirections
by Renée Silversteinby Renée Silversteinby Renée Silversteinby Renée Silverstein

Well, we did it. This Division contest showed that the
hard work and time we dedicated to improving ourselves in
this fun hobby paid off, big time. Most improved is the best
reward we could receive. Singing better and better each
time we perform has to put a smile on our faces, so reach
around and pat yourselves on the back. We are also very
proud of our Chapter quartets, Swing Shift and Retrofit. All
winners standing on the risers!

Show time is rapidly approaching. This is a good op-
portunity to have the general public enjoy our singing. Fill
that audience! Fill the theater with great music. Make the
show as great a success as was the contest. Set the bar high
for October's District contest in Manchester. That’s my
goal; make it yours.

More from Bix    (Fro,m Page 1)
grabbed my tenor prospect. I’m hoping to make up a se-
nior quartet, so that means the best men are already in one
or more quartets. The prospect was in a four which had
been very active for 15 years (Alexandria Harmonizers). If I
can get a real deep bass, I can do the lead.

Help Send Blend Tech to Anaheim

By Steve Isherwood
NED VP, Financial Development

Last weekend at the Patriot Division Contest, the col-
lege quartet Blend Tech from McGill University qualified
to represent the NED at International in Anaheim this
summer with an impressive (See “Blend Tech” on Page 3)
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Blend Tech    (From Page 2)
score of 70.8.

Now it is our turn to step up and help these young
guys out—financially!

I have sent a letter to every Chapter President asking
them to “pass the hat” at rehearsal over the next two weeks.
I’m asking every member of the NED to make a small do-
nation to help with the travel expenses for these college
students. Currently, the NED does not fund the college
quartet at all. So when you go to rehearsal this week, please
make sure to have a $5 or $10 bill in your pocket that you
can drop in the hat.

If you won’t be attending a rehearsal, please drop a
check in the mail made out to the NED and mail it to

Steve Isherwood
179 Ontario Street
Providence, RI 02907

Please make sure to put "College Quartet" in the memo
line.

Please send what you can soon, as these students will
need to book airfare and hotel accommodations right away.
Let’s show these young men that we support them. They
are the future of Barbershop Harmony.

Any monies over and above what is needed by the
quartet will be put into a college quartet fund for next year.
So please don’t worry about giving too much. :) The Chap-
ter that donates the largest amount of money will get a tray
of my gourmet Coconut Chocolate Chip Cookies!

Singing A’s

By Jim Dodge
NED/HEP Singing A's Coach

Director, Portsmouth (NH) Seacoast Vocal Union

Several months ago, the Singing A’s team began re-
training existing coaches and bringing new coaches on
board. Last weekend [25–26 April (Ed.)] we completed the
first round of training and now have 24 men ready to begin
helping quartets and choruses to sing and perform better.

The basis of the training program was to introduce a
new curriculum to Singing A’s. When we meet with your
quartet or chorus we will be instructing you on how to build
an ensemble, the very essence of what we do in our
hobby—ensemble singing. We will still be paying very close
attention to basic skills like posture and breathing and
vowel placement, as these are the building blocks for great
singing, but we are now adding another dimension: What
am I as a singer supposed to be doing when my ensemble
sings? “Ensemble” means “together,” so the difference in
what you likely have been doing and what we want to teach
you to do is this simple. We want you to learn to “sing to-
gether” rather than “sing at the same time.” There is a
huge difference!

In earlier e-mails, we mentioned that another goal of
the Singing A’s program is to change the coaching culture
in NED. Up until now quartets and choruses sought out

coaching either just prior to a contest or whenever a school
(HCNE) offered it. That has never worked for long term
growth. To correct that, we are asking (not suggesting!)
that, when you seek coaching, we develop a six-month pro-
gram with you. That means we would set up a schedule
where we meet with the group once a month for six
months. Only then can you receive the consistency neces-
sary for real growth. And the time to start this relationship
is NOW! For quartets and choruses who qualified for Dis-
trict, your training will take you right up to that contest.
For the rest of you, it will be preparation for the next con-
test cycle next spring. Seeing a coach once a month will
keep your ensemble from backsliding and make the growth
permanent.

You are probably asking what this will cost you. Let’s
start with quartets. If the quartet can go to the coach, it will
be free! If the coach must come to the quartet, he will
charge you for his expenses to make the trip. If there is a
distance involved and you meet halfway, the coach should
receive expenses.

Obviously choruses will not have the “free” option, so
you can plan on paying the expenses of the coach if he
meets with you on your regular chorus night (preferred). If
chorus coaching must go to a weekend because of either
chorus desire or other conflicts, the coach may charge a fee
because he will be giving up a weekend. That also holds for
any quartet who would like an all day weekend session.

So let’s get the ball rolling! We have 24 coaches
champing at the bit to get out there and help you. When
we made our first announcements back in January we had
several immediate requests for coaching. We were very
pleased with that response but didn’t have the coaches in
place to send out. Now we’re ready!

If you want to begin a six-month coaching relation-
ship, please contact me (jamesdodge @comcast .net) and I
will send your request out to the divisional HEP (Harmony
Education Program) team. Please include the chapter or
quartet name, your rehearsal night, place, and time, and
the contact person and all his contact information. For all
of you who have already asked, please help this elderly
gentleman avoid any senior moments by making a new
request with the above info.

Thanks for your continued support of the A’s pro-
gram. Let’s get together and raise the level of every ensem-
ble in NED.

Onward and Upward!

Miscellaneous

From the Society’s newsletter LiveWire, 17 April

DISNEY + BARBERSHOP = MAGIC MOMENTS
NEAR THE MAGIC KINGDOM

The Society’s International Convention generates much
of the revenue we use to support barbershop in the USA,

Canada and around the world. We NEED participation,
and your district representatives in (Continued on Pqge 4)
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Miscellaneous    )From Page 3)

the  chorus and quartet contests need you in the audience
to cheer them on and provide them with the strength and
enthusiasm to WIN! We’ve teamed up with the folks at Dis-
ney to provide a Barbershop Day at Disneyland on Tues-
day, 30 June, with performances by some of your favorite
barbershop performers and great park discounts.

Mickey Mouse is confirmed to greet attendees at the
Honda Center beginning of the first quartet quarter-finals
session on Wednesday. On Saturday, attendees will be
treated to a special performance by the Dapper Dans of
Disneyland when this famous barbershop group will be
presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Barbershop Harmony Society. We're pulling out all the
stops to provide you with an escape from the cares of the
moment and world-class barbershop performances. It’s not
too late to register. Just visit www.barbershop.org/anaheim
for details.

STAY IN THE LOOP!
Keeping connected to our members is extremely im-

portant to the Barbershop Harmony Society. Social net-
working is now a very popular way for people and organiza-
tion to interact. The Barbershop Harmony Society and
many of its chapters and quartets already promote their
activities and programs via Facebook (www.facebook.com),
a platform that already boasts of 200 million users. If you’re
not taking advantage of this technology to build awareness
for your group, you might consider it soon.

A social networking article for a future issue of The
Harmonizer is currently being discussed. Twitter is another
social networking platform that allows users to send short
(140–character or less) text messages called “tweets” to
people “following” you. You can reply to these “tweets” or
“re-tweet” these messages to people you know. If you would
like to be kept better informed of what is going on in the
world of barbershop via Twitter, please visit
www.twitter.com/barbershopnews and sign up to “follow”
the Barbershop Harmony Society via Twitter today!

APPLY FOR LARRY AJER’S QUARTET SCHOLARSHIP
NOW!

The Larry Ajer Endowment Fund is for a quartet that
has had success at the district or international contest levels
and which seeks greater success in show and contest perfor-
mances. The winning quartet receives free tuition for a
week of coaching by the likes of Joe Connelly, Kim Hulbert,
Sean Devine, Tim Brooks, and Alan Gordon. (Travel is not
covered.) Qualifying quartets must have been registered
with the Society for at least two years, must have placed in
the top 10 at a district contest, and must have competed in
at least one international preliminary competition.

Applicants must submit an application and a DVD/Vid-
eo Tape of a 10–15-minute show performance no later than
21 April 2009, along with a letter that states their reasons
for wanting the scholarship, their goals, and an outline of
their accomplishments over the past two years. Include

contact info for three barbershop references.

BE A BLOGGER!
As many of you have probably heard, we have

launched a new group blog, barbershopHQ.com, aimed at
keeping our members better informed and better con-
nected with the leadership of the Barbershop Harmony
Society. We see this blog as an important step toward better
communications among all barbershoppers.

BarbershopHQ.com has a different mission from
www.barbershop.org. As a blog, barbershopHQ.com is
about what's happening right NOW. It is a place where
Society leaders share what they are thinking and talking
about right NOW, and a place where you can respond di-
rectly and immediately. Your comments and feedback are
what barbershopHQ.com is all about.

CEO Ed Watson, Society President Bill Biffle, Immedi-
ate Past President Noah Funderburg, and Executive Vice
President Alan Lamson, plus members of the headquarters
leadership team and marketing and PR staff will all serve as
blog authors. Guest authors will also make frequent contri-
butions as well. Please leave your comments, questions or
suggestions in the comment areas.

Expect to see many updates each week on a variety of
topics, from fun ideas and late-breaking news to posts in-
tended to open a serious dialog. Please visit the site often
and become part of an important online barbershop com-
munity!

From the Society’s newsletter LiveWire, 24 April

THE JACK BAIRD MUSIC LIBRARY IS BACK ONLINE
The collection of 965 songs from the early 1900s is

now available (all in MP3 format) at
   http://www.barbershop.org/musicDownload.aspx.
There are many great treasures and old chestnuts in this
collection you will enjoy.

SOCIETY-WIDE CALENDAR
You can now request that your chapter show/event be

added to our online calendar!  Go to www.barbershop.org,
click the “Events” tab on the left, and you'll see the “Society
Wide Calendar.” To add your event, e-mail Marketing &
Public Relations Coordinator, Danielle Cole, at
dcole@barbershop.org with the following information:
chapter name, show location, show date and time, contact
name and phone number, and chapter website.

**NOTE** This is NOT a calendar for quartet shows.

TWITTER
Stay connected to barbershop news on Twitter. Sign up
today at www.twitter.com/barbershopnews.

ANTIQUE GOLD STARS
IN COMMERCIAL FOR SUBWAY 

Our 2006 International Seniors Quartet Champions
and Canada’s first Seniors Champion Quartet had an op-
portunity recently to do a Subway commercial. There were
about 50 different groups. The audi- (Continued on Page 5)
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tions were handled in an “American Idol” format. Click on
    http://www.subwayfreshbuzz.com/auditions/

Spring Update

By E. D. Watson
Executive Director/CEO

Regrettably, thie article is much too long to be repro-
duced in this medium. A Table of Contents follows, and if
any reader would like to read what is said about any of the
topics listed, he can communicate with the Editor, who will
send him a copy of that part of the article.

ANAHEIM
WEBCAST
FINANCIAL

(A) Taxes
(B) Financial Review

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT INSURANCE
ASCAP
SINGING FOR LIFE!
AMERICAN HARMONY, THE MUSICAL THAT WILL

SWEEP THE NATION
ASSOCIATES
LEADERSHIP ROUNDTABLES
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
APTIFY/EBIZ
DUES RENEWAL VIA EBIZ
CHAPTER SECRETARY DUES PAYMENTS
FIND MEMBER PROXIMITY SEARCH
UPDATE TO RECORD
CHAPTER DUES CHANGES
CHAPTER REPORTING TOOL
MARKETING NEWS YOU CAN USE
HARMONY UNIVERSITY
CBQC/YOUTH IN HARMONY

Harmony Brigades

By Jim Coates
NED DVP-Music and Performance

Hi, fellow NED barbershoppers -
Have you heard all the buzz about Harmony Brigades?

Would you like to go to one? Would you like to go to on in
the NED?

If you haven’t heard about a Brigade, picture this: a
whole bunch of barbershoppers, in equal numbers for every
part, get together for an entire weekend in September of
nothing but singing. And not just singing polecats—every
one of those barbershoppers knows twelve interesting,
world- class arrangements note and word perfect. You sing
with anyone and everyone you can in as many combina-
tions as you can. You all get together to sing all twelve of
those songs in probably the best chorus you’ve ever sung in,
in a Saturday night show that is sure to generate multiple
Standing O’+s.

Sound fun? Sound interesting? Sound like it’s too

much for you? It’s probably not.
This is not an event that is for only elite quartet men.

Everyone who signs up is given the music and a part tape
for all twelve songs four months ahead of the event. If you
can learn the songs and sing them in a quartet, you’re eligi-
ble.

Already know you’re in? Reply to this email and let me
know your name, chapter and email address.

Still need to know more? I’ve put a description from
the Harmony Brigade brochure below. Need even more?
Check out the Harmony Brigade website at
www.HarmonyBrigade.org. And go back and pull out your
July/August, 2007, Harmonizer; there's a great article in
there about Brigades by Lorin May.

Are you interested in going to a Brigade even before
ours? Check out the Atlantic Harmony Brigade, which is
being held in Wilmington, DE, in August (deadline to ap-
ply is 2/28), or the Harmony Brigade at Harmony Univer-
sity this summer. You can find links to all the existing Bri-
gades at the main Harmony Brigade page above.

Okay, now I’m sure you’re interested. If you’d like to
see a Brigade started here in NED, reply to this email and
let me know your name, chapter and email address.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Jim Coates
jc1357@hotmail.com

HCNE 2009

By Jim Coates
NED VP, Music & Performance

Wow, is Harmony College Northeast going to be ex-
citing this year—a new location, great faculty, new courses,
and a fantastic Saturday night show to top it all off!

HCNE will take place on 7–9 August 2009 at Worcester
State College. WSC will be a great facility for us. The cam-
pus is very compact—the dorm to the cafeteria/student
center building is less than a two minute walk, and from
the student center to the classroom building is also less
than two minutes. The dorms are all suites with a lounge
area and separate bedrooms, and each suite has its own
bathroom(s). The food service is fantastic. And here’s the
best part: The dorms for HCNE and all the classrooms are
AIR-CONDITIONED.

WSC is just minutes off of I-290 in Worcester, which is
very conveniently accessed from I-90 (the Mass Pike) or
from Route 2 via I-190/290. Of course, there are also many
alternate routes in and out of Worcester.

We have a couple of exciting guest quartets lined up to
be on our faculty and to star on our Saturday Night Show.
The first is Bigtime! You may never have heard of them,
but you will. Bigtime! is the previous Reveille with a new
Bass singer, and they have already qualified for Interna-
tional this summer. And in the quartet is a certified judge
in each of the three scoring categories and a career music
educator. The second quartet is an AIC all-star quartet that
you’ve never heard of: Gotcha-Tones. This quartet is the
Bass (Jim Kline), Bari (Alan Gordon), (Continued on Page 6)
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and Lead (Chris Vaughn) of Gotcha!, with a special guest
tenor, the legendary Gene Cokecroft of The Suntones! This
is a one-time-only performance that you won't want to miss.

And, of course, the Saturday Night Show will also fea-
ture the choruses and quartets from the Harmony eXtreme
camp as well—and for the first time in NED, there will be a
girls’ camp as well as a boys’ camp. Again, this is a not-to
-be- missed opportunity.

So mark the dates on your calendars, talk it up, pass
this message to your chapters, and spread the word: This
year’s HCNE will be the greatest ever! We are still working
out the pricing and details of the course offerings, so keep
checking back on the NED website. I will announce when
the registration forms are available.

Hope to see you there!

We Need YOU!

From the Society’s newsletter LiveWire, 10 April

First, thanks to everyone who has registered for the
2009 International Convention in Anaheim, CA this sum-
mer! If you have not registered, go to
    www.barbershop.org/anaheim to do so.

If you are going to be in Anaheim and want to help
this year’s convention be the best yet, you should consider
volunteering. There are more than 25 different committees
contributing to the behind-the-scenes action that is sure to
make your experience truly memorable. Visit
    http://anaheim2009 .org for more information.

*NOTE: CONGRATS to Chuck Smith of the Greater
Phoenix Chapter! He won a free trip to the 2009 Interna-
tional Convention in Anaheim.

Poughkeepsie Does Well in Division

By George Trigg-

The combined Yankee and Patriot Division Contest
was held in Holden, MA, on 17 and 18 April, and
Poughkeepsie Chapter made a fine showing. The Newyork-
ers finished second in the Yankee Division Chorus contest,
with a score of 810 points or 67.5%, thus qualifying to com-
pete at District level. They were only 10 points behind the
first-place chorus, but 55 points ahead of the third-place
finishers. In addition, they were honored as the Yankee
Division’s Most Improved Chorus.

Swing Shift ranked second in score in the Quartet con-
test, but were Division Champions because the top finishers
were last year’s Champions and thus ineligible for the
honor this year. Only 17 points (1.4 percentage points)
separated the two; the next-highest score was 80 points
lower.

Two other honors were somewhat shadowed by the fact
that they came by default. The quartet Retrofit was the
Yankee Division Novice Quartet Champion, and the quar-
tet that won the Collegiate Contest had Newyorker Alex
McCoy as Lead, but in both cases there was no other con-
testant.

A record to be proud of!

Website for Poughkeepsie Newyorkers: <http://www.newoyrkerschorus.org>
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